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Liu Dagang’ s Broadness and Perseverance

Wu Zhiming
(Qinghai Minzu University, Key Laboratory of Resource Chemistry and Eco-environmental Protection

in Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, State Ethnic Affairs Commission, Xining, 810007)

Abstract Liu Dagang ( 1904-1991) was a famous Chinese chemist in the 20th century, an outstanding
scientific research organizer and leader, and also a pioneer in the fields of silicate chemistry, salt lake chemistry and
spectroscopy in China. In the history of modern science and technology in China, he is a representative figure in
promoting the qualitative change from pre-science to science. His early scientific research experience and growth
process showed that he not only promoted the innovation of ceramics and salt making from traditional handmade style
to modern industries model, but also introduced well-established paradigms and methods in the study of ceramics,
glass and salt making. All the above accumulation enabled him to promote the potash fertilizer and borax production
in Salt Lake from handmade to modern industry style in 1958 with the “horse-racing” research and development
model. He participated in the preparation and leadership of the Institute of Chemistry, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
and planned and developed the research field. Further, using it as an incubation base, the institute has been
transferred to build a number of research institutions such as the Qinghai Institute of Salt Lakes, Chinese Academy of
Sciences. He attached great importance to both the personnel training and the development of the Chinese Chemical
Society and the publications construction.
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