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Sho-Chow Woo’ s Individual Choices and Opportunities of the Times
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Abstract Sho-Chow Woo (1902 ~ 1983) is a famous physical chemist and pioneer of molecular spectroscopy
research in China. Sho-Chow Woo went to California Institute of Technology in November 1928 to study
electrochemistry, and then turned to molecular spectroscopy, and received his PhD in 1931. Upon his return to China,
he joined the Institute of Chemistry, Academia Sinica, and continued his research on molecular spectroscopy. After the
outbreak of War of Resistance against Japan, Sho-Chow Woo was ordered to relocate the Institute of Chemistry from
Shanghai to Kunming, preserving the fledgling chemical research career in China. During this process, Sho-Chow Woo’
s scientific career also underwent a transformation. Based on the diaries and related archives stored in the “Old
Scientists Academic Growth Data Collection Project” , through a review of Sho-Chow Woo’ s early education and work
experiences, this research discussed the opportunities he faced and the personal choices he made under the complex

history condition, thus examining the tension between the individual fate of scientists and the times.
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Fig.1 Professor Sho-Chow Woo
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F1 RFEFITLFRMEAR(1931~1938)
Tab.1 publications of Sho-Chow Woo (1931~1938)
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